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Sweden seeks
deeper defence ties
with Singapore, as
King wraps up visit

Cooperation in maritime security one of Stockholm’s key priorities

Tay Hong Yi

Deepening defence ties, especially
in terms of maritime security,
emerged as one of Sweden’s key
priorities during a three-day state
visit by the Scandinavian nation’s
King Carl XVI Gustaf that ended
on Nov 21.

Existing defence agreements
were expanded, while the King — a
former naval officer — engaged in
several activities that had a dis-
tinctly littoral element.

For instance, he rode on the Sin-
gapore Civil Defence Force’s Red
Manta rescue vessel on Nov 21 and
toured the Singapore Navy Mu-
seum a day before.

In various engagements, top
Swedish officials who accompa-
nied the King on his visit, includ-
ing Foreign Minister Maria Malmer
Stenergard, stressed the impor-
tance of various aspects in the bi-
lateral defence relationship.

Earlier on Nov 15, both countries’
defence ministries also inked an
agreement to expand a 1998 mem-
orandum  of  understanding
(MOU).

This will see increased collabo-
rations between start-ups, small-
and medium-sized enterprises,
and universities of both countries,
to tap dual-use critical and emerg-
ing technologies of mutual inter-
est.

Dual-use technologies are those
with both civilian and military ap-
plications.

This agreement was one of five
signed between both governments
during the trip, with the exchange
of MOUs witnessed by Prime Min-
ister Lawrence Wong and the King
on Nov 21.

The other agreements pertained
to aviation, energy, healthcare in-
novation and transport.

Singapore’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said these MOUs under-
score the wide-ranging coopera-
tion between Singapore and Swe-
den, and laid the groundwork for
deeper collaboration in areas of
mutual interest.

Separately, on Nov 20, the De-
fence Science and Technology
Agency expanded a 2023 MOU
with Swedish defence firm Saab to
include collaboration on underwa-
ter technology for maritime secur-
ity.

Speaking at the International In-
stitute for Strategic Studies’ Raf-
fles Lecture the same day, Ms Mal-
mer Stenergard outlined ways in
which Singapore and Sweden
could jointly promote security in
their surrounding regions.

Both nations have “gained from a
world built on rules and order,
rather than one based on brute
force and disorder”, she said at the
event held at the Raffles Hotel.

“That world, where everyone
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King Carl XVI Gustaf got a taste of local delicacies at Satay by the Bay on Nov 21, accompanied by (from left) Ms Wendy Loh, Satay by the Bay business development manager; Mr Goran Lithell, the King's First

Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong
and King Carl XVI
Gustaf on Nov 21
witnessed the
exchange of five
memorandums of
understanding
signed between
the Singapore
and Swedish
governments.
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Marshal of the Court; Mr Anders Sjoberg, Swedish ambassador to Singapore; Mr Andrew Kwan, Singapore’s non-resident ambassador to Sweden; and Mr Hakan Jevrell, Swedish State Secretary to the Minister for
International Development Cooperation and Foreign Trade. King Carl XVI Gustaf was on his first state visit to Singapore. ST PHOTO: BRIAN TEO

plays by the same set of rules, is
now being challenged. But togeth-
er, 'm convinced that states like
Sweden and Singapore can defend
it”

Almost 90 per cent of the Euro-
pean Union’s external trade in
goods is seaborne, often passing
through key choke points includ-
ing the Strait of Malacca and the
South China Sea, she noted.

“With your port, Singapore is at
the heart of this”

Asboth nations are trade and ex-
port-oriented economies, safe sea
lines of communication and free-
dom of navigation are crucial to
them, she said.

China’s “growing capability to
project power” has consequences
for Asia, as well as Sweden and Eu-
rope, and there needs to be a global
commitment to safeguarding the
rules-based international order.

“It is clear the geopolitical centre
of gravity has shifted eastwards,”
Ms Malmer Stenergard said, add-
ing that India, as an economic and
innovation powerhouse, will have
an essential role to play in address-
ing global challenges.

Swedish Foreign Minister Maria Malmer
Stenergard said defence cooperation
with Singapore could also increase
Sweden's own capabilities. “One reason
for this is that the maritime operation
environment - the seabed and the

undersea topography - in these waters is
very similar to the Baltic Sea. “Thus,
despite being a world apart, even our
geography is not as different as one

might think."”

“In the Indo-Pacific, we will rely
on India to remain a defender of
democracy, multilateralism, and
the UN Charter.”

Turning to defence cooperation
with Singapore, she said this could
also increase Sweden’s own capa-
bilities.

“One reason for this is that the
maritime operation environment —
the seabed and the undersea to-
pography - in these waters is very

similar to the Baltic Sea.

“Thus, despite being a world
apart, even our geography is not as
different as one might think.”

On the last day of his visit, the
King also visited PSA International
and Pasir Panjang Terminal to see
both existing and prospective col-
laborations between Swedish
companies and the maritime in-
dustry here.

He was then hosted to lunch and

a panel discussion by Nanyang
Technological University that re-
volved around the impact and op-
portunities of artificial intelli-
gence (Al).

NTU said on Nov 21 that it signed
an MOU with Sweden’s Lund Uni-
versity to boost research collabo-
ration and educational opportuni-
ties.

They will identify new opportu-
nities to collaborate in research ar-
eas such as materials science, engi-
neering, life sciences, sustainabil-
ity and Al

Graduate students from both
universities, especially PhD stu-
dents, will also have more oppor-

tunities for exchange pro-
grammes, NTU added.
Meanwhile, the Energy Re-

search Institute @ NTU and Swed-
ish firm Anodox agreed to collab-
orate on two research projects that
involve using Anodox’s immersion
cooling technology for energy
storage applications.

“By leveraging cutting-edge
technologies and industry exper-
tise, the joint research projects aim
to develop more efficient batteries

and energy storage solutions, con-
tributing to a more sustainable and
resilient energy future””

The King capped off the final
evening of his state visit with a trip
to Gardens by the Bay.

He visited the Flower Dome con-
servatory to view an exhibition on
the life of Swedish botanist Carl
Linnaeus, who devised the naming
system of all living organisms in
the natural world.

The King also previewed a sec-
tion of the Gardens’ upcoming
Christmas Train Show, where a
recreation of a 1950s Swedish rail-
bus carriage nestled amid a floral
display inspired by Sweden is the
centrepiece.

He was then given a taste of local
delicacies, including kueh pie tee,
popiah, carrot cake and satay, at
Satay by the Bay.

Summing up his visit, the King
said that even though there are
many cultural differences between
Sweden and Singapore, there is al-
ways room for discussion and mu-
tual learning.
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